Survey on how you read natal charts – Darrelyn Gunzburg 


How do you read natal charts?
A survey conducted by Darrelyn Gunzburg as part of her research for her next book On Reading Charts
to be published by Wessex Astrologer in 2009.

I am in the process of building a picture of how astrologers actually read natal charts. In order to gather such raw material I need to talk to a lot of astrologers about their personal processes. This survey is a part of this journey and so your ideas are most important. Hence I thank you for being part of this research. Please be assured no information will be stored or used which could in any way identify you unless you choose to allow me to do so.
This survey should take you about 15 minutes.

_________________________________________________________________________
SECTION ONE – Your astrological background 


1.1  
Are you male or female?  (please circle)
1.2 
In what year did you start to study astrology? _____________________

1.3
Have you learnt your astrology primarily from:

a)   books

b)   classes

c)   seminars

d)   the Internet

e)   some of the above _________________________ ( a, b, c etc… )

f)    other:
___________________________________________________________________
1.4
Do you read charts for other people as a student or a professional?  
___________________________________________________________________


SECTION TWO – Your preparation for reading a chart.
Some astrologers say that the work they do in preparation, such as the way they draw up the chart or how they arrange the room, helps them to read the chart.
2.1  
When you read a chart do you: 
 
a)    draw the chart up in a particular way? 
b)    prefer to sit in a particular chair?
c)    do any rituals, such as lighting a candle, meditating or saying a prayer,  

before you begin?
d)    some of the above _________________________ ( a, b, etc… )

e)    another type of preparation? __________________________________
f)     I don’t have any set patterns connected with my ability to read a natal chart. 

       (go straight to Section Three). 
2.2
What happens to your ability to read a natal chart if you are in another 
location and cannot set the up the chart,  prepare the room or perform the ritual in the way you would normally? 
a) It has no bearing on your ability to read the natal chart.

b) You feel uncomfortable and frustrated and unable to read the chart.

c) You feel uncomfortable and frustrated. However, within 5-10 minutes you are able to read the chart.

d) You feel uncomfortable and frustrated. However, by the end of the session you are aware that you have gained valuable insights by being in a different location and having to approach the chart differently. 

SECTION THREE – Your methodology of reading a chart.

Some astrologers read charts in a precise, ordered way, always using the same method for entering and leaving a chart whilst others work more on an intuitive basis.  

3.1     
When you read a chart, do you:

a)
constantly need to refer to books but have a precise, ordered way of approaching the chart and moving through the chart, such as always beginning with the Ascendant, or the Sun.
b) 
not need to refer to books yet still have a precise, ordered way of approaching the chart and moving through the chart, such as always beginning with the Ascendant, or the Sun.
c) 
embrace the planetary combination that leaps out at you followed by the next, and so on, and allow this to lead you around the chart.
d) 
wait until the client is sitting in front of you and let their questions prompt you as to where to begin and how to continue. 

e)
have another method altogether and it is as follows: _____________

_______________________________________________________

 (please use the back of the sheet if you need more room) 
SECTION FOUR – Your phenomenology of reading a chart.
Some astrologers say that beginning a natal chart reading is the hard part and once “inside” the chart, they feel, hear, think, see and sense it quite differently. How would you describe what it is like from your inner perspective when you read a chart?
4.1
Would you say that, for you, the process of reading a chart is that you: 

a) read an individual planet or luminary in the chart and say all you can about it before moving on to the next planet or luminary.

b) step into the chart and gain an impression of what is going on. 
c) hear a dialogue, argument or debate between the aspects. 
d) see the chart as a whole village full of personalities attempting to get on with each other. 
e) understand the chart as the relationships between closely-involved members of a family.

f) experience the chart as an unfolding narrative between players in an ongoing story.

g) None of the above. For me the process of reading a chart is like:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.2 
Generally, as you are reading the chart, how does time pass? 

a) It grinds away really slowly. 
b) It alternates between grinding away slowly and you being unaware of it.
c) You are surprised at how fast time passes. 


4.3
How do you feel when you have finished reading a chart? – elated? 

happy? sad? frustrated? inspired?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.4
Do you use divinational tools, such as tarot or the I Ching,  to help you 

as an adjunct to the chart?

a) Yes, I use________________________________
b) No, I only use the chart. 

Some astrologers are gifted with the ability to understand patterns. 

4.5 
Do you stare into fires, read clouds, do jigsaw puzzles or notice 

synchronicities in your life?  (Please circle).
a) Yes, and the one I find myself using most often is: __________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________


b)   No, I do not notice patterns.
 SECTION FIVE  – Your outcomes for reading a chart.
This section is optional, only if you have time to write a few lines

5.1 
Could you briefly explain what you seek to achieve when you read a chart?

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Would you care to share your birth data with me?

Time:_________________________________________

Date:_____________(day) _________________(month) ___________ (year)

Place:_________________________________________
Thank you for your time and thoughts in completing this survey.

Please save this to your hard drive and return as an attached Word doc by email to  darrelyn@AstroLogos.co.uk or snail mail post it to:
Darrelyn Gunzburg

PO Box 168

Fishponds 

Bristol, BS16 5ZX

UK
SECTION Six  – Opportunity for elaboration
 (if you have not had a chance to speak with me at StarLogos).

6.1 
Would you be willing to have email correspondence with me to 
elaborate on some of the points you have written?   

a) No.

B)   Yes, and my email address is: 
__________________________________________________________

(If yes, please make sure you have completed the Release Form below)
RELEASE FORM

By signing* this document I, ______________________________________________ 

agree to the following:

That Darrelyn Gunzburg has the moral and legal right to publish my responses here so written in connection with her work on “On Reading Charts”. This reproduction may be either the complete responses of excerpts thereof (subject to the author’s discretion) and all names will be changed to protect my identity. No payment will be due to me for such use or publication.

Signature

Date

*If sending my email, please write this in by word processor.
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